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REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS 

the rates would increase to figures which might double the present rates, 
or more. This would be imposing a hardship and an unjust burden upon 
every property owner and every householder in the state, while still fail- 
ing to stop the fire bug." 

There remains but one feature of the Commissioner's report not 
yet commented upon, viz., the amount of insurance his men were able 
to place upon property of insignificant value. This represents simply 
how easily several hundred dollars of the public's money may be spent 
by a misguided official. 

The exhibit policies cost about $2.00 apiece. The fraud involved 
in procuring these policies would vitiate them, and the necessity of 
proving the loss after the fire would have presented a serious task to even 
the most hardened fire bug. 

In most cases it is doubtful whether other insurance was per- 
mitted by the terms of the first policy issued, in view of the character of 
the property and the neighborhood, in which event there would be no 
chance whatever of collecting on any policy after the first. 

It further appears that some of these policies were obtained by 
a fireman of the first grade, who gave his correct name and position. 
Surely a fire insurance company could be excused for issuing a policy of 
$1,000 on household goods to a first grade fireman in the city of New 
York, whose salary was $1,400, without being suspicious. 

Our conclusion is, therefore, that all of the startling features of 
the report have some truth in them, but that they are, as presented, 
very misleading, and that the conclusions the Commissioner draws 
therefrom are clearly unwarranted. 

There is, undoubtedly, much incendiarism in our large cities. The 
"moral hazard" is a factor which underwriters must continually face, but 
the fact remains that insurance companies cannot possibly profit by incen- 
diarism, and that, therefore, they would not willingly be a party to any 
system or circumstances, such as over-insurance, which would tend to 
breed the crime of arson. It is apparent also — as above noted — that if 
the crime of arson is so prevalent in the City of New York, the police 
department of the city should be better equipped to handle it. 

Chicago. Ernest Palmer. 



Grundzuge der Hygiene. By Dr. W. Prausnitz. 9th edition; revised 
by Prof. P. Th. Muller and Prof. W. Prausnitz. J. P. Lehmann, 
Munchen, 1912. Pp. 662, 278 figs. M. 3. 

The authors have undertaken to cover in a concise manner the 
whole field of scientific and practical hygiene. None of the chapters 
remain unchanged and some are considerably extended to bring them 
up to the state of our present knowledge. A short chapter on race 
hygiene has been added. The illustrations are simple and mostly quite 
illuminating, and are more abundant than in previous editions. One of 
the important phases of this edition is the presentation of some of 
the laws and ordinances of Germany and Austria in the interest of public 
health. 
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The book gives a good survey of the field and encompasses an 
enormous amount of detail on all sorts of hygienic problems. It is, 
moreover, presented in a clear and simple manner. Such a book should 
find a considerable demand as a text-book, or as a reference book for 
the general reader, though its value would be increased, in this coun- 
try, if it were translated. 

Some of the topics covered are enumerated below: Organization 
of sanitary affairs in Germany and Austria, with rules and laws per- 
taining thereto ; Air, weather and climate, the soil, clothing and bathing, 
water, milk and food supply; Sewage and garbage disposal; Construc- 
tion, heating and ventilation, and lighting of dwellings and their rela- 
tion to each other and to the street; School hygiene; Infectious dis- 
eases, their causes, disinfection, immunity, relation of other animals 
and of air, water and the like to human diseases; Hygiene of trades 
and occupations, including protection of employees, lighting and ventila- 
tion of factories, child labor, sick and accident insurance. 

Northwestern University. George T. Haegitt. 



Prostitution, Its Nature and Cure. Penal Eeform League, London, 

1913. Pp. 16, 2d. 

There is much to be commended in this measure and I believe it 
marks an advance in the method of handling prostitution. An essential 
error, however, is in the bill — and that error is the common one to 
practically all laws that have been enacted upon the subject — is that 
the emphasis is placed upon the economic rather than upon the anthrop- 
ologic aspect of the matter. The subject of prostitution throughout 
the ages has been invested with a strange mystery. The scarlet woman 
has served as a background figure at least in the tumultuous struggle, 
the passionate conflict of man to man and nation to nation that has 
made up our human history. 

Yes, and sad though it appear, her part has been a conspicuous one 
in that checkered history. It is the half conscious feeling of this fact, 
together with her obvious disregard of the plainest lessons of experience, 
her patent contempt for what the normal among her sex hold sacred — 
conventional morality — that has made her so inexplicable. Modem 
science, however, with its iconoclastic methods of precision that has 
dispelled so many of the world's illusions, has again adduced proof 
that this mysterious and alluring devotee of Kama is in far more than 
fifty per cent, of the cases an imbecile — a mentally defective creature 
who could do little better than she does and is not entirely responsible for 
her acts. The problem of the control of prostitution is but a part of 
the larger problem— that of the control of the feeble-minded. Prostitu- 
tion, habitual criminality, pauperism and other of the degenerative 
neuroses are but different individual expressions of the same underlying 
morbid state — vitiated mentality. The causes which generate this wide- 
spread delinquency are the causes that make for degeneracy — the things 
that impair the germ plasm. Drunkenness, syphillis, the deprivations 
due to grinding poverty, onanism in early childhood and possibly in 
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